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Birth registration rates by region®

InvisibleChildre o e
. Estimated 48
million childrengo @ (@)=
unregistered each
yearworld wide o e
- Estimated half a ® @ -
billion who are . @ -
unregistered -
@ ragisteced
@ urregistered




Birth Certificate

- an official form recording the birth of a
baby, and containing pertinent data, as
name, sex, date of birth, place of birth, ar
parents

he Collins dictionary
BMothers name and (usually fathers name)

- Necessary for lieem®xs
national identity cards, work cards,
marriage, and other basic needs of life
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APFLICATION FOR A SEARCH AND/OR CERTIFIED COPY OF A BIRTH RECORD PRIOR TO 1810:

FEES:

$15.00  Issuance of certified copy, when certificate number s provided, or search of birth reconds in one
year and one CityBorough for one name and issuance of one certified copy or "not found”
statement.

5 200 Peradditional year to be searched in ane City/Borough for the same name.

3 200 Per additional City'Borough to be seanched i one year fior same name.

$10.00 Per additional copy of record.

5 5.00 Perletter of exemplification. Enclose payment for a letter of exemplfication in a separate check or
money order. F the record is “not found™ the payment for the letter will be retumed.

= Enclose stamped. seff-addressed envelops.
» Make check or money onder payable to: MYC Depariment of Records.
+ To expedite processing, please send each request separately.
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Convention-on:the~Rights‘of.the |Chilc

- The birth certificate is the full legal
recognition of a pe
existence




Background

. Birth registration was first acknowledged as
a human right in the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

- In 1966, the UN International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) ensured
that birth registration became a legally
binding obligation for states.

- In 1989, the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC), one of the most
widely ratified conventions, included similar

provisions:



Convention-on:the Rights:of.the |Child

Article 7

. 1. The child shall be registered immediately after
birth and shall have the right from birth to a name
the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as
possible, the right to know and be cared for by his

or her parents.

. 2. States Parties shall ensure the implementation
these rights in accordance with their national law
and their obligations under the relevant
International instruments in this field, in particular
where the child would otherwise be stateless




Convention-on:the~Rightsfof.the |Chilc

Article 8

. 1. States Parties undertake to respect the right o
the child to preserve his or her identity, including
nationality, name and family relations as recogniz
by law without unlawful interference.

. 2.Where a child is illegally deprived of some or a
of the elements of his or her identity, States Parti
shall provide appropriate assistance and protecti
with a view to reestablishing speedily his or her
identity.



Effects

. Education
. Health
. Employment

. Child Protection

BSoldiers, labor, trafficking, marriage, disabilities,
children with HIV

. Statelessness, nationality and citizenship
. Conflicts and Natural Disasters

. Development planning and governance

. Civil Registration




Causes

- Lack of awareness and incentives
BMain reason in many countries
BShort term and long term benefits not clear
BHigh illiteracy

. Geographicabarriers

BRegistration is centralizedravel to the capital to
register

BLong, expensive, and unsafe
. Soclal and Ethnic barriers
BMarginalized population
. Economic Pressures

BThose already living in poverty often do not see
the cost of registration as a priority



Causes

. Complex administratiomprocess
BTiring, long, complex
. Legal and politicalbstacles

BBarriers enforced in states against migrants, ethnic
minorities and women

. Fearof persecution
Blnformation can be used against the family
. Cultural and historicatraditions

BNaming ceremony instead of a legal registration

BMay not want to name their child between 30 days
after they were born

. Protective vitadocuments

BTimes of conflict or war, disaster, documents often g«
destroyed



Impacts

. Child
. State
. Worldwide



